


 NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING OF THE  

 SOUTH CENTRAL TEXAS REGIONAL 

 WATER PLANNING GROUP 

 

TAKE NOTICE that a meeting of the South Central Texas Regional Water Planning Group as 

established by the Texas Water Development Board will be held on Thursday, February 3, 2011 

at 10:00 a.m. at San Antonio Water System (SAWS), Customer Service Building, Room CR 145, 

2800 US Highway 281 North, San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas.  The following subjects will 

be considered for discussion and/or action at said meeting. 

 

1. Public Comment 

 

2. Approval of Minutes 

 

3. Status of Edwards Aquifer Recovery Implementation Program (EARIP) 

 

4. Chair’s Report 

 

5. Election of Planning Group Officers and At-Large Executive Committee Members for 

2011 

 

6. Replacement of Planning Group Members 

 

7. Status of Guadalupe, San Antonio, Mission, and Aransas Rivers and Mission, Copano, 

Aransas, and San Antonio Bays Basin and Bay Stakeholder Committee (BBASC) and 

Expert Science Team (BBEST) 

 

8. Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) Communications 

 

9. Discussion and Appropriate Action to Authorize Administrator to Provide Public Notice 

and Submit a Grant Application for Regional Planning Grant Funding to TWDB for the 

Fourth Cycle of Regional Water Planning  

 

10. Discussion and Appropriate Action to Authorize Administrator to Provide Public Notice 

and Hold a Public Meeting to Take Input for the Scope of Work for Region L for the 

Fourth Cycle of Regional Water Planning 

 

11. Discussion and Appropriate Action Authorizing Administrator to Solicit Requests for 

Proposal for Regional Water Planning Consultant Services 

 

12. Discussion Regarding Proposed Legislation Affecting Groundwater Ownership 

 

13. Possible Agenda Items for the Next South Central Texas Regional Water Planning Group 

Meeting 

 

14. Public Comment 



 

The South Central Texas Regional Water Planning Area consists of Atascosa, Bexar, Caldwell, 

Calhoun, Comal, Dewitt, Dimmit, Frio, Goliad, Gonzales, Guadalupe, Karnes, Kendall, La Salle, 

Medina, Refugio, Uvalde, Victoria, Wilson, Zavala and part of Hays Counties. 

 

 

 

www.RegionLTexas.org 

 

http://www.regionltexas.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 1 

Public Comment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 2 

Approval of Minutes 
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Minutes of the 
South Central Texas Regional Water Planning Group 

November 5, 2010 
 
The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. in the San Antonio Water System’s (SAWS) 
Customer Service Building, Room CR 145, 2800 US Highway 281 North, San Antonio, Bexar 
County, Texas. 
 
Twenty-one of the 22 voting members, or their alternates, were present. 
 
Voting Members Present: 
   
 Tyson Broad for Jason Ammerman  Jay Millikin 
 Tim Andruss      Con Mims 
 Donna Balin     Ron Naumann  
 Evelyn Bonavita    Iliana Pen a 

 Darrell Brownlow    Charles Ahrens for Robert Puente  
 Mike Fields     Suzanne Scott   
 Bill Jones     Steve Ramsey   
 John Kight     Milton Stolte  
 David Langford    Tom Taggart  
 Mike Mahoney     Bill West   
 Gary Middleton     
        
Voting Members Absent: 
 
 Tony Wood 
 
Non-Voting Members Present: 

 
 Matt Nelson, Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) 

Ken Weidenfeller, Texas Department of Agriculture  
 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 1:  Public Comment 
 
Alan Cockerell, Schertz-Seguin Local Government Council, briefed the Planning Group on a 
potential new expansion project in the Wilcox formation to develop a brackish desalination 
project for the next planning cycle. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 2:  Approval of Minutes 
 
Chairman Con Mims asked if there were any corrections to be made to the minutes.  Evelyn 
Bonavita asked that a correction be made to Agenda Item No. 7 of the minutes.  Mr. Mims 
asked for a motion to approve the minutes as corrected.  Ron Naumann made a motion to 
approve the minutes.  Mike Mahoney seconded the motion.  The motion carried by consensus. 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 3:  Status of the Edwards Aquifer Recovery Implementation Program 
(EARIP) 
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Dr. Robert Gulley, EARIP, provided an update on EARIP activities to the Planning Group.  An 
EARIP meeting was held on October 21, 2010 with the objective of coming together as a group 
to agree on a package of actions for the phased process of the Habitat Conservation Plan 
(HCP) for EARIP consultants to work with.  Dr. Gulley also presented an informational slide 
regarding estimated costs for certain EARIP activities, as well as a slide reflecting a “bottom up” 
package for Comal Springflow during the drought of record. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 4:  Chair’s Report 
 
Mr. Mims informed the Planning Group he would be speaking to the League of Women’s Voters 
on November 6, 2010 and Texas Water Law Institute on December 3, 2010 regarding the 2011 
Regional Water Plan (RWP) and will be participating with the Texas River Institute’s briefing of 
Legislative staffers on December 6, 2010.  Steve Raabe stated a briefing on the 2011 RWP will 
be presented to the EARIP in December. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 5:  Replacement of Planning Group Member 
 
Mr. Mims informed the Planning Group that one nomination was received for the Industries 
vacancy on the Planning Group.  Mr. Mims introduced Rey Chavez, President/CEO, San 
Antonio Manufacturer’s Association (SAMA), as the nominee.  Mr. Mahoney made a motion to 
approve the nomination of Mr. Chavez for the Industries position.  Mr. Naumann seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed by consensus. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 6:  Discussion and Appropriate Action Authorizing Administrator to 
Solicit Nominations for Vacant Planning Group Position 
 
Mr. Mims informed the Planning Group he has received two letters of resignation to the Region 
L Planning Group.  The letters were sent by Velma Danielson and Jay Millikin representing 
Water Districts and Counties, respectively.  Mr. Mims also stated he received notice by Garrett 
Engelking, a Water Districts representative, that he is no longer eligible to represent Water 
Districts.  Mr. Mims asked the Planning Group if they would like to fill all three vacancies at this 
time.  The Planning Group agreed to fill all three positions.  Bill West made a motion to approve 
authorizing the Administrator to solicit nominations for three vacancies on the Planning Group.  
Mr. Mahoney seconded the motion.  The motion carried by consensus. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 7:  Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) Communications  
 
Matt Nelson, TWDB, stated all regional water plans have been submitted on time to TWDB.  
TWDB staff will present regional plans to the Board for approval at the October, November and 
December TWDB Board of Directors meetings.  Region L will be in the last group of plans 
presented in December.  The State Water Plan will then be put together for delivery to 
Legislators in 2012.   
 
Mr. Nelson reminded the Planning Group the current contract will expire effective January 31, 
2011.  At this time, TWDB does not expect to know how much funds will be available for 
regional water planning for the next phase until May 2011.  In anticipation of assumed amount 
of funds, TWDB will begin preparing Solicitation for Applications for funds available for the 1st 
biennium of the 2016 RWP.  A new procurement process for Technical Consultants will be 
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expected.  The Planning Group will need to solicit new Technical Consultants for professional 
services for the 1st phase of the planning process.  This action may take place at the Planning 
Group’s discretion.  Mr. Raabe asked Mr. Nelson when he estimates completed grant 
applications will be due to TWDB.  Mr. Nelson estimated Request for Proposals to go out to 
Planning Groups after May 2011 with deadlines for completed grant applications sometime in 
the summer.   
 
Mr. Nelson also informed the Planning Group that TWDB will release non-population water 
demand projections, such as mining projections, in March 2011.  The draft reports will be 
available on the TWDB website for viewing and comments.  Mr. Nelson will inform the 
Administrator when reports become available. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 8:  Discussion and Appropriate Action Regarding Consultants’ Work 
and Schedule 
 
Brian Perkins, HDR Engineering, briefed the Planning Group on actions taken to finalize the 
Regional Water Plan.  HDR Engineering submitted the final plan to TWDB on schedule.  The 
final plan has also been delivered to all Region L counties, as well as county libraries, in 
electronic format.  The plan is available on the Region L website at www.RegionLTexasl.org. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 9:  Review/Approve Administrator’s 2011 Budget 
 
Erin Newberry, SARA, reviewed the proposed administrator’s budget for 2011 with the Planning 
Group.  The budget is operated on a calendar year basis.  The Administrator has proposed the 
budget remain the same as the 2010 budget, $58,000.00.  Administrative costs are funded and 
agreed upon through an interlocal agreement with several entities involved in the Region L 
planning process.  The current interlocal agreement expires December 31, 2011.  A new 
interlocal agreement will be drafted by the Administrator this year.  Mr. West made a motion to 
approve the budget for 2011 at $58,000.00.  Gary Middleton seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed by consensus. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 10:  Eagle Ford Shale Oil and Gas Development – Effects on 
Groundwater – Darrell T. Brownlow, Ph.D. 
 
Darrell Brownlow presented a detailed presentation on groundwater usage related to hydraulic 
fracturing and the implications on aquifers in South Texas, such as the Carrizo Aquifer.  Dr. 
Brownlow reminded the Planning Group that any opinions in the presentation are strictly his 
own. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 11:  Groundwater/Surface Water Interaction Study, Gain/Loss Study 
on the Lower San Antonio River Basin and Guadalupe River – Joy Lizarraga, USGS 
 
Joy Lizarraga, USGS, presented the Groundwater/Surface Water Interaction Study, Gain/Loss 
Study on the Lower San Antonio River Basin and Guadalupe River, being conducted by USGS 
and funded by several entities involved in the Region L water planning process. 
 
 

http://www.regionltexasl.org/
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AGENDA ITEM NO. 12:  Possible Agenda Items for the Next South Central Texas 
Regional Water Planning Group 
 
Mr. Mims proposed the following agenda item for the February 3, 2011 meeting: 
 

 Replacement of Planning Group Members 

 Election of Officers 

 EARIP Update 

 Status of SB3, Environmental Flows Process 

 Authorize Administrator to Begin Process to Solicit for Consultants for First Phase of 
2016 RWP 

 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 13:  Public Comment 
 
Donna Balin thanked Commissioner Millikin for his contribution to Region L and the planning 
process. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned by consensus at 12:22 p.m. 
 
Recommended for approval. 
 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
       GARY MIDDLETON, SECRETARY 
 
 
 
Approved by the South Central Texas Regional Water Planning Group at a meeting held on 
February 3, 2011. 
 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
       CON MIMS, CHAIR 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 3 

STATUS OF EDWARDS AQUIFER RECOVERY IMPLEMENTATION 

PROGRAM (EARIP) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 4 

Chair’s Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 5 

Election of Planning Group Officers and At-Large Executive Committee 

Members for 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SCTRWPG MEMBERS'  

TERM OF OFFICE 

(As of January 24, 2011) 
 

Member Name   Term   Interest     Term Expires  
Members of the Executive Committee 

Con Mims - Chair   5 yrs.   River Authorities   2011 

 

Mike Mahoney – Vice-Chair  5 yrs.   Water Districts  2011 

 

Gary Middleton – Secretary  5 yrs.   Municipalities  2011 

 

Evelyn Bonavita     5 yrs.   Public    2013 

 

Ron Naumann   5 yrs.   Water Utilities  2013 

 
Iliana Pena    5 yrs.   Environmental  2011 

Donna Balin    5 yrs.   Environmental  2011 

 

VACANT    5 yrs.   Counties   2013 

John Kight    5 yrs.   Counties   2011 

 

Robert Puente    5 yrs.   Municipalities  2011 

Tom Taggart    5 yrs.   Municipalities  2011 

 

Jason Ammerman   5 yrs.   Industries   2013 

Rey Chavez    5 yrs.   Industries   2011  

   

David Langford 5yrs   Agricultural   2011 

Milton Stolte 5 yrs.   Agricultural    2011 

Bill Jones 5 yrs.   Agricultural   2013 

 

Tony Wood    5 yrs.   Small Business  2013 

Darrell Brownlow 5 yrs.   Small Business  2013 

 

Mike Fields    5 yrs.   Elec. Generating Utilities  2011 

 

Bill West    5 yrs.   River Authorities  2011 

Suzanne Scott    5 yrs.   River Authorities  2013 

 

VACANT    5 yrs.   Water Districts      2013 

Tim Andruss    5 yrs.   Water Districts  2013 

VACANT    5 yrs.   Water Districts  2013 

 

Steve Ramsey    5 yrs.   Water Utilities  2013 



 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 6 

Replacement of Planning Group Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

































































































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 7 

Status of Guadalupe, San Antonio, Mission, and Aransas Rivers and 

Mission, Copano, Aransas, and San Antonio Bays Basin and Bay 

Stakeholder Committee (BBASC) and Expert Science Team (BBEST) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 8 

Texas Water Development Board Communications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 9 

Discussion and Appropriate Action to Authorize Administrator to Provide 

Public Notice and Submit a Grant Application for Regional Planning Grant 

Funding to TWDB for the Fourth Cycle of Regional Water Planning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 























http://www.regionltexas.org/
mailto:enewberry@sara-tx.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 10 

Discussion and Appropriate Action to Authorize Administrator to Provide 

Public Notice and Hold a Public Meeting to Take Input for the Scope of 

Work for Region L for the Fourth Cycle of Regional Water Planning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



mailto:enewberry@sara-tx.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 11 

Discussion and Appropriate Action Authorizing Administrator to Solicit 

Requests for Proposal for Regional Water Planning Consultant Services 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 12 

Discussion Regarding Proposed Legislation Affecting Groundwater 

Ownership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 











 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 13 

Possible Agenda Items for the Next South Central Texas Regional Water 

Planning Group Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA ITEM 14 

Public Comment 

 


