


 NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING OF THE  
 SOUTH CENTRAL TEXAS REGIONAL 
 WATER PLANNING GROUP 
 
 
TAKE NOTICE that a meeting of the South Central Texas Regional Water Planning Group as 
established by the Texas Water Development Board will be held on Thursday, November 4, 
2010 at 10:00 a.m. at San Antonio Water System (SAWS), Customer Service Building, Room 
CR 145, 2800 US Highway 281 North, San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas.  The following 
subjects will be considered for discussion and/or action at said meeting. 
 

1. Public Comment 
 
2. Approval of Minutes 
 
3. Status of Edwards Aquifer Recovery Implementation Program (EARIP) 
 
4. Chair’s Report 

 
5. Replacement of Planning Group Member 

 
6. Discussion and Appropriate Action Authorizing Administrator to Solicit Nominations for 

Vacant Planning Group Positions 
 

7. Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) Communications 
 

8. Discussion and Appropriate Action Regarding Consultants’ Work and Schedule 
 

9. Review/Approve Administrator’s 2011 Budget 
 

10. Eagle Ford Shale Oil and Gas Development - Effects on Groundwater – Darrell T. 
Brownlow, Ph.D. 
 

11. Groundwater/Surface Water Interaction Study, Gain/Loss Study on the Lower San 
Antonio River Basin and Guadalupe River– Joy Lizarraga, USGS 

 
12. Possible Agenda Items for the Next South Central Texas Regional Water Planning Group 
 
13. Public Comment 

 
The South Central Texas Regional Water Planning Area consists of Atascosa, Bexar, Caldwell, 
Calhoun, Comal, Dewitt, Dimmit, Frio, Goliad, Gonzales, Guadalupe, Karnes, Kendall, La Salle, 
Medina, Refugio, Uvalde, Victoria, Wilson, Zavala and part of Hays Counties. 
 
 
 
 

www.RegionLTexas.org 
 



AGENDA ITEM 1 
Public Comment 



AGENDA ITEM 2 
Approval of Minutes 
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Minutes of the 
South Central Texas Regional Water Planning Group 

August 5, 2010 
 
The meeting was called to order at 10:02 a.m. in the San Antonio Water System’s (SAWS) 
Customer Service Building, Room CR 145, 2800 US Highway 281 North, San Antonio, Bexar 
County, Texas. 
 
Twenty-four of the 24 voting members, or their alternates, were present. 
 
Voting Members Present: 
   
 Jason Ammerman    Jay Millikin 
 Tim Andruss      Con Mims 
 Donna Balin     Ron Naumann  
 Evelyn Bonavita    Iliana Peña 
 Darrell Brownlow    Robert Puente  
 Velma Danielson    Suzanne Scott   
 Garrett Engelking    Steve Ramsey   
 Kevin Janak for Mike Fields   Milton Stolte  
 Bill Jones     Tom Taggart  
 John Kight     Bill West   
 David Langford    Doug McGooky for Tony Wood 
 Jerry James for Gary Middleton  Diane Savage for Mike Mahoney   
       
      
Voting Members Absent: 
 
 None 
 
Non-Voting Members Present: 

 
Norman Boyd, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, Water Resources Branch 

 Matt Nelson, Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) 
Ken Weidenfeller, Texas Department of Agriculture  
Ron Fieseler, Lower Colorado RWPG  

 Lyn Lyndsay, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 1:  Public Comment 
 
There were no public comments at this time. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 2:  Approval of Minutes 
 
Chairman Con Mims asked if there were any corrections to be made to the minutes.  Evelyn 
Bonavita requested a spelling change on Agenda Item No. 7.  Mr. Mims asked for a motion to 
approve the minutes as amended.  Ron Naumann made a motion to approve the minutes.  
David Langford seconded the motion.  The motion carried by consensus. 
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AGENDA ITEM NO. 3:  Status of the Edwards Aquifer Recovery Implementation Program 
(EARIP) 
 
Dr. Robert Gulley, EARIP, provided an update on EARIP activities.  On September 9-10, 2010, 
the EARIP will meet to begin structuring the HCP (Habitat Conservation Plan) and covered 
activities, to include setting targets and goals for the HCP.  Given the magnitude of the issues, 
the EARIP has tentatively scheduled a second session on September 23-24, 2010. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 4:  Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) Communications  
 
Matt Nelson, TWDB, stated that the TWDB has finished reviewing all sixteen draft regional 
water plans.  Once the plans have been adopted, they will be taken to the board beginning in 
October.  Mr. Nelson had stated at the previous Region L meeting that TWDB was accepting 
public comments on regional planning area boundaries.  TWDB received about thirteen 
comments.  Five were related to Calhoun County, one comment was made regarding moving 
Kerr County in to Region L.  The comments will be taken to the board in October.   
 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 5:  Discussion and Appropriate Action Regarding Consultants’ Work 
and Schedule 
 
Laura Raun, LRPR, provided an update on the number of public comments received on the 
Initially Prepared Plan.  LRPR has categorized the comments by Water Management Strategies 
(WMS) and placed them in Region L’s database.  The database is available on the website 
(www.RegionLTexas.org).   
 
Susan Hughes, Ximenes & Associates, informed the Planning Group they are available should 
assistance be needed. 
 
Brian Perkins, HDR Engineering, Inc., reviewed the schedule and any changes that may need 
to happen to the Regional Water Plan after today’s discussion. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 6:  Discussion and Appropriate Action Regarding TWDB 
Socioeconomic Impact 
 
Mr. Nelson, TWDB, explained what the Socioeconomic Impact Analysis is and it is done each 
round of planning for each regional planning group.  The basic assumption is identified needs 
for water; shortages, and the economic impact on the region if the plan is not implemented to 
meet those shortages.  Mr. Naumann made a motion to accept and include the provided 
Socioeconomic Impact into the 2011 Regional Water Plan (RWP).  John Kight seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried by consensus. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 7:  Discussion and Appropriate Action to Resolve Potential Inter-
Regional Conflicts 
 
Mr. Mims briefed the Planning Group on steps taken to attempt to resolve the potential inter-
regional conflict in respect to the Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority’s (GBRA) Simsboro Project 
in Bastrop County in that 30,000 ac-ft from the Simsboro Aquifer for the water management 
strategy is more water than is available.  Representatives from Region L, Region K, Aqua Water 



 3

Supply Corporation, TWDB representatives, Lost Pines Groundwater Conservation District 
(GCD), GBRA, and technical consultants from both regions met recently to discuss the potential 
conflict. Region L has three options:  (1) delete GBRA-Simsboro Project from the 2011 RWP, 
(2) change the project from a Recommended Water Management Strategy (WMS) to an 
Alternate WMS, and (3) keep the GBRA-Simsboro Project as it currently is shown in the plan, as 
a Recommended Strategy, but label the project as an overdraft strategy, which would be 
acceptable to TWDB as a solution to the issue. 
 
GBRA currently has permit applications before Lost Pines GCD awaiting approval.  If the project 
is deleted from the plan, Region L will be interfering with the permit process and the planning of 
a governmental entity, which Region L has historically chosen not to do.  If the strategy is 
changed from a Recommended to Alternative Strategy, we create a problem for GBRA.  GBRA 
is currently applying for a loan (planning funds) through TWDB related to the GBRA-Simsboro 
Project and the project must be shown as a Recommended WMS in the 2011 RWP to qualify for 
the loan.  Region L does not want to interfere with the loan process. 
 
Mr. Nelson, TWDB, stated in this case, had Region K been willing to put a backup strategy in 
their 2011 RWP for their groundwater strategy, Region L would be in a similar position as with 
Gonzales County Groundwater Conservation District (GCGCD) regarding permitting processes 
and the over allocation of water.  The Planning Group dealt with that by putting projects in the 
plan as Recommended strategies, but had alternate strategies in the event the project was not 
permitted, acknowledging the privacy of groundwater districts.  It was stated there is currently a 
footnote in the 2011 RWP regarding permitting by groundwater districts.   
 
Sam Vaugh, HDR Engineering, stated there will be clarification of the GBRA-Simsboro Project 
and the water allocations shown in response to TWDB’s comments on the 2011 Initially 
Prepared Plan in Section 10 – Plan Adoption.  Mr. Perkins, HDR Engineering, also reminded the 
Planning Group there is a footnote in the 2011 RWP regarding a need for a backup strategy for 
the project. 
 
Mr. Mims asked HDR to add an explanation of why the project is considered an overdraft in the 
WMS definition of the GBRA-Simsboro Project, Section 4, of the 2011 RWP.   
 
Robert Puente made a motion to accept the recommendation, to label the GBRA-Simsboro 
Project as an overdraft strategy, with the understanding the Technical Consultant will clearly 
define why the project is labeled as an overdraft strategy in Section 4, Water Management 
Strategies, and prepare a response to TWDB’s comment on the 2011 IPP regarding the 
project’s over allocation in Section 10 of the RWP.  Mr. Naumann seconded the motion.  The 
motion carried by consensus. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 8:  Discussion and Appropriate Action Regarding Comments 
Received on 2011 Regional Water Plan IPP 
 
Mr. Vaugh, HDR Engineering, reviewed all comments received on the 2011 RWP IPP, as well 
as appropriate responses to the comments drafted by HDR, with the Planning Group, for the 
Planning Group’s approval.  There were some suggested minor changes to responses based on 
comments received.  All comments received had been forwarded to the Planning Group, as well 
as posted on the Planning Group website, www.RegionLTexas.org for viewing prior to today’s 
meeting.   
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Mr. Vaugh received many public comments expressing concern on the Lavaca River Off-
Channel Reservoir as a Recommended WMS and Palmetto Bend Stage II Reservoir as an 
Alternative WMS.  Currently, Region L has projected needs in Eastern Calhoun County that the 
RWP must show a strategy for meeting those needs.  HDR suggested the Lavaca River Off-
Channel Reservoir remain a Recommended strategy, but the Palmetto Bend Stage II Reservoir 
be downgraded to a strategy that “Needs Further Study” for the 2011 RWP. 
 
Bill West made a motion to approve HDR’s recommendation, leaving the Lavaca River Off-
Channel Reservoir as a Recommended WMS and downgrade the Palmetto Bend Stage II 
Reservoir from an Alternate WMS to “Needs Further Study”.  Mr. Puente seconded the motion.  
The motion carried by consensus. 
 
Mr. Vaugh completed the review of public comments and appropriate drafted responses for the 
Planning Group.  Mr. Mims asked for a motion to approve recommended responses as modified 
by the Planning Group, by HDR Engineering.  Mr. Kight made a motion to approve public 
comment responses for incorporation into the 2011 RWP.  Mr. Naumann seconded the motion.  
The motion carried by consensus. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 9:  Discussion and Appropriate Action Regarding Adoption and 
Submission of 2011 Regional Water Plan 
 
Mr. Mims began by asking if there was a motion to adopt the 2011 RWP as it has been modified 
today and submit the plan to TWDB.  Mr. West made a motion to adopt the 2011 RWP and 
submit the plan to the TWDB.  Jerry James seconded the motion.  The motion carried by 
majority vote of 23 aye’s and one abstained.   
 
Mr. Mims thanked the Planning Group members and the public for their dedication to a 
consensus based approval of a very comprehensive and difficult plan.  The work done by the 
Planning Group, as well as individual workgroups, is the epitome of a consensus based 
planning operation.  The Planning Group worked tremendously hard to overcome many 
challenges leading to the approval of the 2011 RWP, to include eminent domain, the Exelon 
Project, groundwater district permitting, and many others.  Mr. Mims also congratulated the 
Planning Group for their achievements, such as being the only Planning Group in the state to 
study the use of brush management and land stewardship as a potential water management 
strategy and designating unique stream segments in the region. 
 
Mr. Mims thanked the consultants for their hard work and dedication.  Mr. Mims also thanked 
Mr. Nelson, TWDB, for his guidance during the entire process and the San Antonio River 
Authority for their administration efforts. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 10:  Discussion and Appropriate Action Authorizing Administrator to 
Solicit Nominations for Vacant Planning Group Position 
 
Mr. Mims asked the Planning Group if, upon the recent resignation by Michael Harris, 
representing Industries, the Planning Group would like to begin soliciting nominations to fill the 
vacancy to complete the term to 2011.  The Planning Group recommended the position stay as 
an Industries interest and authorized the Administrator to solicit nominations to fill the vacancy.   
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AGENDA ITEM NO. 11:  Possible Agenda Items for the Next South Central Texas 
Regional Water Planning Group 
 
Mr. Mims proposed the following agenda item for the November 4, 2010 meeting: 
 

• Discussion Regarding Pending Legislation Affecting Surface Water and 
Groundwater 

• Status of Senate Bill (SB) 3 Committees 
• Presentation by USGS – Groundwater/Surface Water Interaction Study, 

Gain/Loss Study on the Lower San Antonio River Basin and Guadalupe River 
• Presentation by USGS - Trinity Aquifer System, Allan K. Clark, P.G. 
• Appointment of Planning Group Member 

 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 12:  Set Dates and Times of Regional Water Planning Group Meetings 
for 2011 
 
Mr. Mims asked the Planning Group if the quarterly dates provided in the agenda packet would 
suffice for 2011 meeting dates.  There were no objections.  Mr. Mims stated if concerns came 
up closer to those dates, we would discuss at that time. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM NO. 13:  Public Comment 
 
There was no public comment at this time. 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned by consensus at 12:34 p.m. 
 
Recommended for approval. 
 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
       GARY MIDDLETON, SECRETARY 
 
 
 
Approved by the South Central Texas Regional Water Planning Group at a meeting held on 
November 4, 2010. 
 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
       CON MIMS, CHAIR 
 

 
 



AGENDA ITEM 3 
Status of Edwards Aquifer Recovery Implementation Program (EARIP) 



AGENDA ITEM 4 
Chair’s Report 



AGENDA ITEM 5 
Replacement of Planning Group Member 





















AGENDA ITEM 6 
Discussion and Appropriate Action Authorizing Administrator to Solicit Nominations 

for Vacant Planning Group Positions 







 c/o San Antonio River Authority 
P.O. Box 839980 

San Antonio, Texas 78283-9980 
 

(210) 227-1373 Office 
(210) 302-3692 Fax 

www.RegionLTexas.org 
 

 

South Central Texas     Regional Water Planning Group  

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

Con Mims 
Chair 

River Authorities 
Mike Mahoney 
Vice-Chair 

Water Districts 
Gary Middleton 
Secretary 

Municipalities 
Evelyn Bonavita 

Public 
Ron Naumann 

Water Utilities 
 
MEMBERS 
 

Jason Ammerman 
 Industries 
Dr. Donna Balin 

Environmental 
Darrell Brownlow 

Small Business 
Vacancy 

Water Districts 
Garrett Engelking 
 Water Districts 
Mike Fields 

Electric Generating 
Utilities 

Vacancy 
Industries 

Bill Jones 
 Agriculture 
John Kight 

Counties 
David K. Langford 

Agriculture 
Vacancy 

Counties 
Tim Andruss 
 Water Districts 
Iliana Peña 
 Environmental 
Steve Ramsey 
 Water Utilities 
Suzanne Scott 

River Authorities 
Milton Stolte 

Agriculture 
Thomas Taggart 

Municipalities 
Bill West 

River Authorities 
Robert Puente 

Municipalities 
Tony Wood 
 Small Business 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
November 14, 2010 

 
 
 

NOTICE TO PUBLIC 
 
 

The South Central Texas Regional Water Planning Group (RWPG), as 
established by the Texas Water Development Board in accordance with 
31 TAC 357, is soliciting nominations to fill a vacancy for the remaining 
term as a voting member on the  South Central Texas RWPG in the 
following interest area: Water Districts and Counties.  Persons 
interested in the Water Districts and Counties interest areas must be 
nominated by the governing board or chief executive officer of an entity 
within the respective interest area. 
 
A nomination form must be completed and submitted for each nominee 
to be considered.  For specific definitions and eligibility requirements in 
the area of interest and to obtain a nomination form, please contact Erin 
Newberry at (210) 302-3293 or enewberry@sara-tx.org. 

 
The South Central Texas Regional Water Planning Area consists of 
Atascosa, Bexar, Caldwell, Calhoun, Comal, DeWitt, Dimmit, Frio, 
Goliad, Gonzales, Guadalupe, Karnes, Kendall, La Salle, Medina, 
Refugio, Uvalde, Victoria, Wilson, Zavala and part of Hays Counties. 

 
Nominations must be received by 5:00pm, Tuesday, December 28, 
2010, addressed to Con Mims, Chair, South Central Texas RWPG, c/o 
San Antonio River Authority, Attn:  Erin Newberry, P.O. 839980, San 
Antonio, Texas 78283-9980, faxed to (210) 302-3692 or emailed to 
enewberry@sara-tx.org. 

 



DRAFT 
SCHEDULE FOR 

REPLACEMENT OF SCTRWPG MEMBER 
(Water Districts) 

 
November 4, 2010 

 

 
DATE:      DESCRIPTION: 
 
Sunday, November 14, 2010  Publish Notice in the San 

 Antonio Express News &  
 Victoria Advocate Thursday 
 paper 

 
Monday, November 15, 2010   Mail notice of vacancy to  each 

 respective Interest within the 
 Planning Area 

 
Tuesday, December 28, 2010  Deadline for submitting   

 nominations (40 days notice) 
 
 
Thursday, January 13, 2011  Executive Committee to      

 interview and recommend 
 nominees (10:00 – 12:00 pm) 

 
Thursday, February 3, 2011  SCTRWPG to consider 

 Executive Committee’s 
 recommendation and 
 appointment of replacement 
 member 



AGENDA ITEM 7 
Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) Communications 



AGENDA ITEM 8 
Discussion and Appropriate Action Regarding Consultants’ Work and Schedule 



 AGENDA ITEM 9 
Review/Approve Administrator’s 2011 Budget 



South Central Texas Regional Water Planning Group 
Statement of Administrative Costs for 2011 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE  2009 BUDGET 2010 BUDGET PROPOSED
2011 

Supplies  $1,950.00  $1,950.00  $1,950.00 

Professional Services  $750.00  $750.00  $1,250.00 

Communications  $2,500.00  $2,500.00  $2,000.00 

Travel  $500.00  $500.00  $500.00 

Advertising  $2,500.00  $2,500.00  $4,000.00 

Labor Costs  $49,800.00  $49,800.00  $48,300.00 

TOTAL  $58,000.00  $58,000.00  $58,000.00 
 

Supplies –  items that are consumed or deteriorated through use; computer paper, checks, office    
  supplies, and miscellaneous supplies (lunches). 
 
Professional Services – legal fees, etc. 
 
Communications – telephone and postage. 
 
Travel – reimbursement of SCTRWPG member travel and other expenses. 
 
Advertising – publishing notices in newspapers of general circulation within the planning area. 
 
Labor Costs – SARA staff time associated with administration. 
 



AGENDA ITEM 10 
Eagle Ford Shale Oil and Gas Development – Effects on Groundwater –  

Darrell T. Brownlow, Ph.D. 



 AGENDA ITEM 11 
Groundwater/Surface Water Interaction Study, Gain/Loss Study on the Lower San 

Antonio River Basin and Guadalupe River – Joy Lizarraga, USGS 



 AGENDA ITEM 12 
Possible Agenda Items for the Next South Central Texas Regional Water Planning 

Group on February 3, 2011 
 

• Election of Planning Group Officers and At‐Large Executive Committee 
Members for 2011 

• Replacement of Planning Group Members 
• Status of SB3, Environmental Flows 
• Status of Edwards Aquifer Recovery Implementation Program (EARIP) 



 AGENDA ITEM 13 
Public Comment 

 




