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MEMO

Date:  April 28, 2009

To: South Central Texas Regional Water Planning Group (Region L)

From: Con Mims, Chair

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Please remember our planning group meeting scheduled for 10:00 a.m. on May 7 at the SAWS
Customer Service Building. Coffee will be available at 9:00 a.m. for those arriving early. A

copy of the Agenda is attached. If you can not attend, please arrange for an Alternate and notify
me or Erin Newberry (210-302-3293) at SARA.

Please note the following agenda items, in particular:

Agenda Items 5 and 6 These regard the proposed amendments to our 2006 Regional Water Plan
that were approved at our last meeting. Item 5 is the required public hearing and Item 6 is a
discussion of subsequent steps to be taken.

Agenda Item 8 This regards our possible recommendation that the Texas Legislature designate
certain stream segments in our planning area as being ecologically unique, as is allowed by Texas
Water Development Board Regional Water Planning Guidelines. Such designation, while
recognizing unique ecological value, prohibits a state agency or an agency of the state from
financing the construction of a reservoir within the designated segment.

A little over a year ago, | organized a work group to consider this issue. Based on comments and
advice of that group, I will propose placing in our 2011 regional plan a recommendation to the
Texas Legislature that it designate the following stream segments as being ecologically unique:

0 Nueces River from the northern boundary of Region L downstream to USGS gauge #
08190000 at Laguna

o Frio River from the northern boundary of Region L downstream to USGS gauge #08195000 at
Concan

o0 Sabinal River from the northern boundary of Region L downstream to USGS gauge
#08198000 near Sabinal

0 San Marcos River as described by Texas Parks and Wildlife Department as extending from 0.7
miles downstream of IH 35 up to a point 0.4 miles upstream of Loop 82 in San Marcos
(TNRCC classified stream segment 1814)

The downstream boundaries of the first three segments are, approximately, where each enters the
Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone.

Agenda Item 9 As you know, this is the part of our meeting where the technical consultants
discuss water management strategies they are working on. Beginning with this meeting and
extending through our August and November meetings, it will be most important to identify any
water management strategies being considered for inclusion in our 2011 plan for which there is
objection by planning group members, whether the strategies are being discussed at that meeting
or not. Then, it will be important to make every effort to resolve those objections. Our Initially




Prepared 2011 plan is due in March 2010. While we are updating our 2006 plan, not overhauling
it, it is still important for all planning group members to be comfortable with the new plan.

Agenda Item 10 This is a step required by TWDB to document the process we use to select
water management strategies.

I look forward to seeing everyone. If you need assistance with the meeting, please let Erin or me
know.



NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING OF THE
SOUTH CENTRAL TEXAS REGIONAL
WATER PLANNING GROUP

TAKE NOTICE that a meeting of the South Central Texas Regional Water Planning Group as established
by the Texas Water Development Board will be held on Thursday, May 7, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. at San
Antonio Water System (SAWS), Customer Service Building, Room CR 145, 2800 US Highway 281
North, San Antonio, Bexar County, Texas. The following subjects will be considered for discussion
and/or action at said meeting.

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Public Comment
Approval of Minutes

Chair’s Report
e Chairs Conference Call with Texas Water Development Board
Inter-Regional Planning Group Meeting
Status of VVacant Water District Position
Status of Region L Subcommittee Regarding Joint Committee on State Water Funding
Legislative Report

Status of Edwards Aquifer Recovery Implementation Program (EARIP)

CONVENE PUBLIC HEARING to Receive Input on Proposed Amendment to the 2006
Regional Water Plan for Region L (Public Hearing Notice Posted Separately on April 3, 2009)

Discussion Regarding Proposed Amendment to the 2006 Regional Water Plan for Region L
Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) Communications

Discussion and Appropriate Action Regarding Designation of Ecologically Unique Stream
Segments in Region L

Discussion and Appropriate Action Regarding Consultants” Work and Schedule

Discussion and Appropriate Action Regarding Process By Which Potentially Feasible Water
Management Strategies are Selected

Water Use and Conservation in the Electric Utility Industry, Performance and Environmental
Impacts — Kent Zammit, Senior Program Manager, Electric Power Research Institute

Whooping Crane Study — R. Douglas Slack, Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Texas A&M
University

Possible Agenda Items for the Next South Central Texas Regional Water Planning Group

Public Comment

The South Central Texas Regional Water Planning Area consists of Atascosa, Bexar, Caldwell, Calhoun,

Comal,

Dewitt, Dimmit, Frio, Goliad, Gonzales, Guadalupe, Karnes, Kendall, La Salle, Medina, Refugio,

Uvalde, Victoria, Wilson, Zavala and part of Hays Counties.



AGENDA ITEM 1

Public Comment



AGENDA ITEM 2

Approval of Minutes



Minutes of the
South Central Texas Regional Water Planning Group
March 19, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 10:04 a.m. in the San Antonio Water System’s (SAWS)
Customer Service Building, Room CR 145, 2800 US Highway 281 North, San Antonio, Bexar
County, Texas.

Twenty-four of the 24 voting members, or their alternates, were present.

Voting Members Present:

Jason Ammerman Gary Middleton
Donna Balin Jay Millikin
Evelyn Bonavita Con Mims
Darrell Brownlow Ron Naumann
Rick lllgner for Velma Danielson lliana Pena
Garrett Engelking Robert Puente
Mike Fields Suzanne Scott
Pat Garcia for Michael Harris Steve Ramsey
Bill Jones Milton Stolte
John Kight Tom Taggart
David Langford Bill West
Diane Savage for Mike Mahoney Tony Wood

Non-Voting Members Present:
Norman Boyd, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, Water Resources Branch
David Meesey, Texas Water Development Board (TWDB)
Ken Weidenfeller, Texas Department of Agriculture

AGENDA ITEM NO. 1: Public Comment

Alan Cockerell, Regional Water Alliance (RWA), invited members to view the new RWA website
at www.regionalwateralliance.org.

Tyson Broad, Sierra Club, stated that the tour of 700 Springs, previously scheduled for
Saturday, March 14, 2009, was postponed due to rain and was rescheduled for March 21, 2009.
Those attending are to meet at the Kimball County Courthouse in Junction at 10:00 am to
caravan to the springs. Mr. Broad also stated the Sierra Club desalination report is available at
their website.

AGENDA ITEM NO. 2: Approval of Minutes

Ron Naumann made a motion to approve the February 5, 2009 minutes. Milton Stolte
seconded the motion. The minutes were approved by consensus.



AGENDA ITEM NO. 3: Discussion and Appropriate Action Regarding Soliciting
Nominations To Fill Vacant Water District Position

Chairman Mims informed the Planning Group that a request to fill the vacant Water District
position had been received by Mayor Vera of the City of Natalia and Secretary for the South
Texas Rural Water Alliance. Mayor Vera spoke to the Planning Group regarding the lack of
Water District representation for the South, the Southwest side of San Antonio, Bexar County
and Atascosa County.

Mr. Mims reminded the Planning Group that opening the position for nominations would not
guarantee a seat for a specific entity, but would open the seat to all interested parties wishing to
make a nomination within the area of Interest. Gary Middleton made a motion to authorize the
Administrator, the San Antonio River Authority (SARA), to begin the solicitation process to fill
the vacant Water District position. Patrick Garcia seconded the motion. The motion carried by
14 Aye’s and 7 No’s.

Mr. Mims provided a copy of House Bill (HB) 2722 to the members. The bill was introduced by
Representative Dan Flynn and would require every Regional Water Planning Group to have a
representative from each county within its planning area. Mr. Mims stated that he had replied to
Representative Flynn as a member of Region L, not on behalf of Region L, objecting to the
proposal. He encouraged the members to respond to Representative Flynn as well.

AGENDA ITEM NO. 4: Discussion and Appropriate Action Regarding Amending the 2006
Regional Water Plan

Mr. Mims briefed the Planning Group on activities that occurred since the February 5, 2009
Planning Group meeting. Suzanne Scott, SARA, coordinated the workgroup and stated the
workgroup successfully developed a project description for the LGWSP for GBRA Needs in
conformance with HB 3776. There were several different stipulations within the bill that the
project description had to conform to in order to be compliant with the legislation.

The workgroup addressed the fact that the project must have freshwater inflows in an amount
sufficient to meet the environmental consensus criteria for the San Antonio Bay. The workgroup
also focused on the environmental consensus criteria, with interests on a commitment to inflows
for the bay and estuary without knowing the minimum flow requirements; which are subject to
being developed under Senate Bill (SB) 3 (80" Regular Session). The statement that was
proposed was the workgroup’s resolution and was read by Ms. Scott as follows:

Project Description: Lower Guadalupe Water Supply Project for GBRA needs

To comply with the provisions of House Bill 3776, the technical project description in the 2006
plan amendment should include the following: 1) prohibit off-channel storage facilities without
owner permission, 2) prohibit the use of fresh groundwater, 3) inclusion of a transmission
pipeline for the diversion of up to 60,000 acre-feet per year of surface water, provided however
that at least 100,000 acre-feet per year of the surface water must be reserved for lower basin
needs, and 4) the statement below relating to the requirement for freshwater inflows in the
amount sufficient to meet... environmental consensus criteria for the San Antonio Bay:

As part of the development and implementation of the Lower Guadalupe Water Supply Project
for GBRA needs, the Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority recognizes and supports the need to
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address inflow amounts necessary to protect and preserve a healthy ecosystem in the San
Antonio Bay - Guadalupe Estuary system in conjunction with the development of water supplies
to meet human water needs. The specifics of the inflow requirements will be determined through
the state-mandated Senate Bill 3 environmental flows process which is intended to 1) determine
the water needs of the environment based on science and other factors such as future changes in
projected human needs, 2) reserve from new surface water appropriation, water needed for the
environment as established in the environmental flows process and 3) encourage voluntary
efforts to provide water for the environment from existing water rights.

The Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority will work with Region L participants and other public
and private water rights holders in the basin toward the development of a voluntary strategy to
promote environmental stewardship and provide for the prudent management of the water and
environmental resources of the San Antonio and Guadalupe Rivers and the San Antonio Bay-
Guadalupe Estuary system within the framework of existing and future surface water rights, as
well as existing and future alternative sources of supply. Any effort to develop a voluntary
strategy will recognize and work in concert with the environmental flows process set out in
Senate Bill 3.

Evelyn Bonavita asked how 100,000 acre-feet per year of surface water could be reserved for
lower basin needs if only 60,000 acre-feet per year of surface water was being diverted. Brian
Perkins, HDR, stated that the total amount of Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority’s (GBRA) water
rights in the lower basin is around 175,000 acre-feet per year and the 100,000 acre-feet is part
of that total. Bill Jones stated that the language the workgroup used was taken straight from the
legislation.

Steve Raabe, SARA, clarified that the engineers would characterize in the project description
that the water supply would come out of a water right that totals 175,000 acre-feet per year.

Ms. Scott also stated that the description reflects Scenario 1 of the three studies that had been
previously completed by HDR, Inc. for the Lower Guadalupe Water Supply Project for GBRA
Needs.

John Kight reiterated how important clarifying the statement is regarding the amount of water
available for diversion, specifically that there is 175,000 acre-feet available from GBRA's
existing water rights. Ms. Scott stated that the specification sheet that HDR would put together
for the proposed amendment would do that.

Donna Balin asked how the environmental needs would be met, particularly as these pertain to
human needs versus environmental needs. It was noted that the language drafted in the
second paragraph of the statement reflects that the specific inflow requirements would be
determined through the state-mandated SB 3 environmental flows process. The language also
states three specific intentions of the SB 3 process. The first intention of SB 3 states that the
SB 3 process is intended to determine the water needs of the environment based on science
and other factors such as future changes in projected human needs. Dr. Balin stated her
concern was that human needs would be assessed over environmental needs.

Ms. Scott commented that the statement’s intent was to reshape what the SB 3 process was all
about. Appointments are currently underway for the SB 3 Stakeholder Committee, which would
then address how these issues would be resolved. The SB 3 Stakeholder Committee would
also have a Science Committee to support the Stakeholder Committee within the bay and basin
area. The SB 3 process is intended to address all the water needs within the basin. Ms. Scott
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stated that she believes the needs would all be looked at equally. The idea of the SB 3 process
is to put the environmental needs at the same visibility level as the human needs so that they
could be looked at together.

Jay Millikin asked that it again be stated for the record, what the motivation was in
recommending an amendment to the existing plan rather than addressing the issue in the next
five year plan. Robert Puente stated that because Region L was the only region that did not
submit a plan on time and it requested legislation to have its plan approved by Texas Water
Development Board at a later date. When SB 2 was passed, there was no language that
addressed what to do when a plan failed to meet the state deadline. SB 2 was purposely
written so each region would have to work within themselves to resolve issues and submit a
plan. When Region L missed the deadline, there was not a means to submit a late plan.
Region L asked for legislation to allow it to submit a regional water plan. He stated that when
you ask the Legislature for authorization it is very important to show you have complied with the
request.

Mr. Mims reminded the Planning Group the Lower Guadalupe Water Supply Project for GBRA
Needs had been contentious and the statement being considered is a resolution. All of the
Interest groups that had issues with this project were involved in resolving the issues. The
statement was a consensus based statement of the workgroup. The workgroup did a wonderful
job getting the Planning Group this far and this issue must be dealt with either now or before
completing the Initially Prepared Plan.

Mr. Mims asked Mr. Raabe to brief the Planning Group on the cost of the amendment process.
Mr. Raabe stated the Technical Consultant, HDR, and Public Relations Consultant, Laura Raun
Public Relations (LRPR), prepared a Scope of Work and estimated costs for the amendment
process. The total cost of the amendment process is $27,040. Mr. Raabe also informed the
Planning Group that a draft Letter of Agreement had been prepared stating that SAWS, GBRA,
and SARA would equally fund the amendment process.

Diane Wassenich, San Marcos River Foundation (SMRF), addressed the Planning Group and
stated that the statement, as she reads it, changes the bill in regards to the environmental
consensus criteria. Ms. Wassenich also stated that the SMRF does not agree that this is the
best route to take and it is not living up to the protection of the environmental flows.

Following all the comments and discussions, Mr. Mims stated a motion would have three parts:
1) to amend the 2006 RWP by removing all Lower Guadalupe Water Supply Project for GBRA
Needs from the plan and replacing those with the one presented today; 2) to approve related
costs to be incurred by our technical and public participation consultants and their scopes of
work as presented; and 3) to approve the draft letter of agreement distributing those costs as
presented. Mr. Mims asked for comment from the Planning Group regarding the motion. Mr.
Puente moved to approve the three items presented by Mr. Mims. Mr. West seconded the
motion. The motion carried by 21 Aye’s and 3 No’s.

AGENDA ITEM NO. 5: Presentation on Potential Water Management Strategies
(Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority (GBRA))

Todd Votteler, GBRA, made a presentation on the Guadalupe Blanco River Trust and the
Guadalupe-Blanco River Authority. His presentation was titled “Creating and Then Working
With a Non-Profit Conservation Partner”.



Tommy Hill and Jim Murphy, GBRA, discussed the status of GBRA’s water supply projects
currently under study as well as projects for future study. The projects were the Lower
Guadalupe Basin Project and Storage above Canyon, the Mid Basin Project, Gonzales County
Project, Brazos Valley Project, and the Alternate Supply to Coleto Creek power plant. GBRA
stated they would like the Mid Basin Project and the Gonzales County Project evaluated for
incorporation into the 2011 Regional Water Plan. GBRA will hire a consultant to prepare the
plans in accordance with Region L’s planning criteria. Plans will be submitted to Region L for
review in August 2009.

Mr. Mims reminded the Planning Group of the importance of having all projects that will be part
of the 2011 RWP fully studied and completed by the August 2009 Planning Group meeting. The
Initially Prepared Plan is due to the TWDB by March 1, 2010.

AGENDA ITEM NO. 6: Discussion and Appropriate Action Regarding Consultants’ Work
and Schedule

Laura Raun, LRPR, informed the Planning Group on updates that were made to the Region L
website since the last Planning Group meeting.

Public Comments were added to the Technical Studies webpage and the contact information
was updated for a Planning Group member. On the Public Comment database, comments
were processed that were received since the previous meeting.

Brian Perkins, HDR, discussed the schedule and noted a brief update to the Proposed
Workplan for Development since the last meeting. HDR is on schedule. The only new work will
be the addition of GBRA's projects that will need to be added to the August timeline.

Mr. Mims asked Mr. Perkins if he felt there was enough time built into the schedule for
development of Task 4, Water Management Strategies (WMS). Mr. Mims stated he was
concerned that there would be a possibility that one or two Planning Group members may have
issues to address before the draft plan is completed. Mr. Perkins confirmed that HDR felt there
was enough time to address any issues that may arise. Mr. Mims asked that two WMS be
discussed at the August meeting; the Regional Carrizo for Bexar County and Hays/Caldwell
Carrizo.

Mr. Perkins then discussed the various Water Management Strategies being worked on by HDR
and stated some of the strategies would need additional direction from the sponsors and the
Planning Group at the May 2009 meeting.

AGENDA ITEM NO. 7: Status of Region L Subcommittee Regarding Joint Committee on
State Water Funding

Ms. Scott informed the Planning Group that the report from the Joint Committee on State Water
Funding had not been released, but Brian Mast, Intergovernmental Relations Specialist from
SARA, had spoken to the Committee staff office and had learned that no strong
recommendations would be in the report regarding any of the five funding sources presented by
the TWDB. The report would essentially summarize the five plans with no recommendation on
one plan over another. The report would also detail the State Water Plan and explain the need
to secure funding to implement the plan.



AGENDA ITEM NO. 8: Presentation on SAWS’ Water Management Plan

Robert Puente, CEO, San Antonio Water System (SAWS), presented SAWS’ 2009 Proposed
Water Management Plan to the Planning Group. Mr. Mims asked Mr. Puente if he would keep
him apprised if he foresaw any changes needed to Region L's 2011 RWP, particularly with
regard to the status of the LCRA-SAWS project.

AGENDA ITEM NO. 9: Possible Agenda Items for the Next South Central Texas RWPG
Meeting

Erin Newberry, SARA, presented the following possible agenda items for the May 7", 2009
meeting:

e Convene Public Hearing to Receive Input on Proposed Amendment to the 2006
Regional Water Plan

e Discussion and Appropriate Action Regarding Proposed Amendment to the 2006
Regional Water Plan

o Discussion and Appropriate Action Regarding Designation of Ecologically Unique
Stream Segments in Region L

e Discussion and Appropriate Action Regarding Process by Which Potentially
Feasible Water Management Strategies are Selected

o Presentation on Water Usage and Electric Power - Electric Power Research
Institute

e EAA Proposed Rule Changes

e Legislative Update

AGENDA ITEM NO. 10: Public Comment

Bill West briefed the Planning Group on legislative issues that may affect Region L, to include
HB 3494 — Relating to the establishment of desired future conditions of groundwater resources
and revision of those conditions by the TWDB; HB 4273 — Relating to the issuance of a permit
to a local government corporation for a public water supply project; SB 1238 — Relating to a
study regarding the Carrizo-Wilcox aquifer; SB 1714 — Relating to the evidence of beneficial use
in the permitting of groundwater; and HB 1741 — Relating to recharge of the Edwards Aquifer.

Mr. Mims asked Dr. Votteler to work with SAWS, EAA, SARA and Mike Mahoney to review
legislation and choose a manageable number of bills that the Planning Group should focus on
and report at the next meeting.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned by consensus at 2:28 p.m.

Recommended for approval.

GARY MIDDLETON, SECRETARY



Approved by the South Central Texas Regional Water Planning Group at meeting held on May
7, 2009.

CON MIMS, CHAIR



AGENDA ITEM 3

Chair’'s Report

Chairs Conference Call with Texas Water Development Board
Inter-Regional Planning Group Meeting

Status of Vacant Water District Position

Status of Region L Subcommittee Regarding Joint Committee on State
Water Funding

e Legislative Report



SCHEDULE FOR
REPLACEMENT OF SCTRWPG MEMBER
(Water District)

DATE:

Sunday, May 24, 2009

Monday, May 25, 2009

Friday, July 3, 2009

Thursday, July 16, 2009

Thursday, August 6, 2009

May 7, 2009

DESCRIPTION:

Publish Notice in the San
Antonio Express News &
Victoria Advocate Thursday

paper

Mail notice of vacancy to each
respective Interest within the
Planning Area

Deadline for submitting
nominations (40 days notice)

Executive Committee to
interview and recommend
nominees (10:00 — 12:00 pm)

SCTRWPG to consider
Executive Committee’s
recommendation and
appointment of replacement
member



AGENDA ITEM 4

Status of Edwards Aquifer Recovery Implementation Program (EARIP)



AGENDA ITEM 5
CONVENE PUBLIC HEARING to Receive Input on Proposed Amendment to the 2006
Regional Water Plan for Region L (Public Hearing Notice Posted Separately on April 3,
2009)
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AGENDA ITEM 11

Presentation and Discussion on Water Use and Conservation in the Electric Utility
Industry, Performance and Environmental Impacts — Kent Zammit, Senior Program
Manager, Electric Power Research Institute



AGENDA ITEM 12

Presentation of Whooping Crane Study — R. Douglas Slack, Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, Texas A&M University



AGENDA ITEM 13

Possible Agenda Items for the Next South Central Texas Regional Water Planning
Group



AGENDA ITEM 14

Public Comment



