Regional Water Planning Group Interregional Workshop

June 21, 2001

Johnny S. Calderon Nueces County Center

710 East Main Avenue

Robstown, Texas

1:00 PM to 4:00 PM

The meeting began at 1:20 with introductions by Maggie Moorhouse.  After Maggie introduced herself, she introduced Scott Elliff, Herb Grubb and James Dodson.

Participants at the table were as follows:

	Evelyn Bonavita
	Billy Dick
	Con Mims

	Mike Mahoney
	Pat Huebert
	Glenn Jarvis

	Susan Butler
	Bobby Nedbalek
	Jesus Leal

	Bernie Paulsen
	Steve Raabe
	Bill West

	Judge Josephine Miller
	Ray Buck
	Bob Fulbright

	Jack Nelson
	James Dodson
	Scotty Bledsoe

	Ken Jones
	Greg Carter
	Carola Serrato


After the table introduced themselves, the audience in turn introduced each of themselves.

Maggie Moorhouse explained the purpose of the meeting and then went over the Regional Summary handouts.

James Dodson gave a presentation on Desalination.  In summary, James pointed out that the most important issue is where a desalination plant is located.  A site and costing model has been developed  A plant in Tampa, Florida has been studied to establish some baseline costs.  “Conjunctive Desalination” could take care of brine problem.

Questions asked from the audience:  

Q:
How sensitive are the projected costs regarding cost of fuel? 

A:
Very sensitive if the cost of fuel escalates.

Q:
Is there any commercial use for Brine water?  

A:
Not yet.

Q:
What is the ratio of water you put in to what you get out?  

A:
50 – 60%

Herb Grubb gave a presentation on the Interregional Plan.  His presentation is summarized in the attached handouts.

Questions asked from the audience included:

Q:
Is that (Cotulla Reservoir site) where they started work on that dam years and years ago? 

A:
I think it was upstream from that site. The original site was about the middle of the county and this site is slightly west of Cotulla.

Q:
Has anyone looked at injecting brine into a deep formations that have been produced by the oil and gas industry and might provide a vacuum for easy pumping and storage or have you studied pumping a large amount of brackish water sand for disposal rather than pumping it out to the ocean?  

A:
There is not a lot of good data for formations containing salt water.  Good thing to study but first step would be to build a database on salt-water formations.

Scott Elliff then facilitated discussion to identify possible opportunities for interregional cooperation.  Important considerations for each option are designated with an arrow.

· Interregional Plan as described (All 4 Regions)

(
Need to recognize existing agreement with LCRA

· Cotulla Reservoir

(
Service to Webb County?

· ASR

(
Opportunities along pipeline routes

· Desalination

(
To the demand Center

(
To local areas

(
Seawater and groundwater

(
What will drawing off brackish water do to freshwater supply?

(
Use of waste from drilling

· Off Channel Storage

· Conservation

(
Sharing methodologies that work

(
For example, San Antonio/Guadalupe barge industry cooperation

(
Remain cognizant of local policy issues

(
Distinguish between drought management and conservation

(
Public Education

· Additional groundwater sources

(
Need availability models to know what we have

(
More inclusion of groundwater districts

· Developing the infrastructure to bring water from outside our regions…”wheeling”

( 
We need to look at “general concepts” during this planning cycle

· Improved efficiency of reservoir storage and reservoir system operations

(
See Interregional Plan

· Quantify Brush Management

The group also identified issues to be considered interregionally in the next planning cycle as any option is considered.

· Leveraging Federal dollars through interregional cooperation

· Water Quality issues

(
Mixing Sources

· International treaty issue with Mexico

· Federal permitting issues

· Serious policy issue regarding interbasin transfers

Next Steps:
James Dodson asked Craig Pedersen of the Texas Water Development Board if funding would be available for interregional study efforts.  This possibility will be explored.  In the meantime, each planning group will discuss the list of possible interregional cooperative options during their next scheduled meetings.  A date for another interregional meeting will be set at a later date.

