15 June 2010
Memorandum
To: Ms. Erin Newberry

From: Milan J. Michalec
12 Brandt Road
Boerne, TX 78006

Subject: Comments on the Draft 2011 Region “L’ Initially Prepared Plan
Ms. Newberry,

In my experience as a Director on a Groundwater Conservation District, | find definitions
are extremely useful when developing a District Management Plan and District Rules for
the management of local groundwater resources.

In this regard, three basic terms form the basis of water planning. The key terms that

must be defined are “available water”, “existing water supplies” and “drought”. Note
there is a critical distinction between available water and existing water supplies.

In the 2007 State Water Plan, the TWDB provided a glossary of terms to include
available water as “the maximum amount of water available during the drought of record,
regardless of whether the supply is physically or legally available.”

The existing water supply was defined as the “maximum amount of water available from
existing sources for use during drought of record conditions that is physically and legally
available for use.”

Texas water planning requires both available water and the existing water supply to be
managed under a worst case scenario — the drought of record. The TWDB defined this is
as “the period of time during recorded history when natural hydrological conditions
provided the least amount of water supply. For Texas as a whole, the drought of record is
generally considered to be from about 1950 to 1957.”

Whereas the 2007 State Water Plan was very specific, the Draft 2011 Region “L’ Initially
Prepared Plan, Volume 1, is not so clear in discussing water supply analysis by
introducing an additional term: groundwater supply.

3.1.1 Groundwater Availability

TWDB Guidelines for Regional Water Plan Development describe available groundwater
supply as follows:

“The largest amount of water that can be pumped from a given aquifer without violating
the most restrictive physical or regulatory or policy conditions limiting withdrawals
under drought of record conditions. Regulatory conditions refer specifically to any



limitations on pumping withdrawals imposed by groundwater conservation districts
through their rules and permitting programs.”

I recommend all these definitions be identified for inclusion in a Glossary of Selected
Terms in the 2012 State Water Plan beginning with all 2011 Initially Prepared Plans.

Sincerely,

Milan J. Michalec
Director, Precinct 2, Cow Creek Groundwater Conservation District

Attach

Glossary, Water for Texas, 2007
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